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THD CONSTITUTION OF THE 
Cheptor I 


En eror 
Japan shall be reignod over and 
uubr-kon gor ages eternal, 
avtiicle Ii. + Tf... Imper’al Tavene shall bo suceecdod to by 
Imperis’. maio dessenéanis, dang to the provisions cf the Imperial 


House Lat. 


d and inviolablo. 


Axtic iV Mo Baporer is the head of tho Bnpiro, combining 
in Himsolf the rights of sovoroigniy,; and cxorcises them, according 
¢ bs ‘J 


rescnt Constitucions, 


Artic Ye =~ Tho Laperer oxorcisos the logislative povor with 
I 
the consons tho Drnorial Diots 


artivic VI. - Tho Buperor gives sanction to laws and ordors thon 
to bo prowmulgatod and cxocutod, 


Articlo VII, - Tho Mnporor convolzes tho Tuporial Dict, opons, 
closes and prorogucos it, and dissolves tho House of Roprescntativos. 


Article VIII. - Tho Impcror, on consogionco of an urgent 
necossity to maintain pubsic sarcot, or to avort public calamitios, 
ssucs, ‘hon tac Inporial Diot ia not sitting, Imperial Ordinancos in 
the place of lav, 


Such Inporial Ordinancos aro to be laid before the Imporial 
Dict at its next sossion, and «thon the Diot doos not approve the said 
Ordinances, tho Government shall dccluro thom to be invalid for tho 
futuro. 


Articlo IX. - Tho Mrporor issuos or causes to be issuod, tho 
Ordinances nocossary fcr tho currying out of the laws, or for tho 
maintonance of tho public peace and order, and for the promotion of 
the wolfare of the subjovts. But no Ordinance shall in any way altor 
any of tho oxisting laws, 


4rticlo X, - Buporor Gctorajinos the organization of tho 
Gifforcnee branchos tho aaministration, and salarics of all civial 
and military officors, uppu:nts and dismisses tho samo. Excoptions 
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especially provided for in tho prosent Constitution or in other las, 
shall bo in accordence with the respective provisions (boaring thoroon, 


Articlo XI. - Tho Baporor has tic supromo command of tho Arny 
and Navye 


Articlo NII, - Tho Bapovor dotormines the organization and 
. o 


-- 


peaco standing of tho Army ond Navye 


Article XIII. - Tho Maporor doclaros var, makes poacc, and 
concludos trcatics. 


Articlo XIV. - Tho Buporor doclares a state of scigc. 


Tho conditions and offects of a state of scigo shall bo 
dotcormincd by lav. 


Articlo XV. = The Buporor confors titles of nobility, rank, 
ordors and other mceriss of honoure 


Articlo XVI. = Tho Bnporor ordors amnosty, pardon, commutation 
of punishmonts and rohabilitatione 


Article XVII» - A Royoncy shall be institutod in confornity 
with the provisions of the Imperial Houso La. 


Tic Regont shall cxorciso the povors apportaining to tho 
Enporor in His namo. 


Chaptor II 
Rights and Dutios of Subjects 
Article XVIII. - The conditions nocossary for being a Japancso 
subjoct shall be dotormincd by lav. 
Article XII. =< Japenoso subjects my, according to qualifications 
dotormined in lavis or ordinancos, bo appointed to civil or military 
or any othor public officcs oqually. 


Article 2X, = Japanoso subjects cro amonable to sorvico in tho 
Army or Navy, according to tho provisions of lai. 


Article XXI. = Japancso subjocts are amenablo to tho duty of 
paying taxcs, according to the provisions of lave 
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Articlo XXII, = Japanose subjects shall have tho liberty of 
abode and of changing tho samo within tho limits of law, 


Articlo XXIII, = No Japan subject shall bo arrested, 


2S0 
dotained, triod or punished, unloss according to lai, 


Article XXIV. - No Japancse subjoct shall be deprived of his 
right of boing tricd by the judges dotorminod by lave 


Articlc XXV. - Excopt in tho casos provided for in theo law, 
the house of no Japanose subject shall be ontorod or soarchod without 
his consent. 


Articlo XXVI. - Exccpt in tho casos mentionod in tho law, tho 
Socrocy of the lettors of overy Japanose subject shall romain 
inviolato, 


Articlo XXVII, = The right of proporty of evory Japancso 
subjoct shall romain inviolato,. 


Moasuros nocossary to be takon for tho public bonofit shall bo 
provided for by lar. 


Articlo XXVIII. = Japanose subjects shall, within limits not 
pro judicial to poaco and order, and not antagonistic to thoir dutics 
as subjects, onjoy frocdom of religious boliof, 


Articlo XXIX. = Japanese sibjects shall, within tho limits of 
lav, onjoy the liborty of speach, vriting,publication, public 
moctings and associations, 


Articlo XXX, - Japanose subjocts may presont potitions, by 
observing the propor forms of rospoct, and by complying vith the rulos 
Spocially provided for the same, 


Article XI. - Tho provisions containod in the presont Chaptor 
Shall not affoct tho oxorcise of the povors apportaining to tho 
Enporor, in timos of war or in casos of a national omergoncye 


Articlo XXXII, = Each and ovory ono of tho provisions containcd 
in tho precoding Articlos of tho present Chaptor, that aro not in 
conflict with the lavs or tho rulos and disciplino of tho Army and 
Navy, shall apply to the officos and mon of tho fxmy and of tho Navy. 


A4rticlo XXXIII. = Tho Imperial Diot shall consist of two Housos, 
2 House of Poors and a House of Roprosentativos, 


Lo. / GY =l~ 


Articlo XXXIV. - Tho House of Poors shall, in accordanco with 
the Ordinanco concerning the House of Poors, be composed of the 
mombers of the Imporial Family, of the ordors of nobility, and of 
thoso persons who havo ose. nominatod thoreto by the Enapcror. 


Arviclo JV. - Tic Houso of Roprosentatives shall bo composed 
by tne pooplo according to the provisions of tho 
Law of Elcoction, 


4rticic XXXVI. - No ono can at ono and the sare time bo a 
Mombor of both Houses, 


Arvicic XVII. - Evory lav requires tho consont of tho 
Imperial Dict. 


4rticlo XXXVIII. = Both Houcos shall voto upon projocts of law 
subsittod to it by the Govornmont, and may respectively initiato 
projocts of law, 


Articlo XXXIX, = 4 bill, which has boon rojected by cithor tho 
ono or tho othor of tho tio Housos, shall not bo again brought in 
during tho samo sossion, 


4rti¢lco XL. = Both Houses can maiko roprosontations to tho © 
Govornmont, as to laws or upon any othor Subject. "hon, hovwovor, 
such roproscntations aro not accepted, thoy cannot be mado a socond 
timo during tho same sossion. 


Articlo MLI. - The Imporial Dict shall bo convokod ovory yoar, 


4rticle XLII. = 4 session of tho Imperial Dict shall last 
during throc months. In caso of necessity, the duration of a 
scssion mey be prolonged by Imperial Ordor. 


Articlo XLIII, = "hon urgont necessity arisos, an oxtraordinary 
sossion may bo convokod, in addition to tho ordinary ono. 


Tho duration of an oxtraordinary sossion shall bo dotornined 
by Imporial Ordor, 


Articlo XLIV. - Tho oponing, closing, prolongation of sossion 
and prorogation of the Iaporial Dict, shall bo cffoctod simultanoously 
for both Houses, 


In caso the House of Roprosentatives has beon ordored to 
dissolvo, the House of Poors shall at tho samo timo bo proroguod. 
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ticlo XLY. - "hon tno ( Revresentatives has boon 
ovdored to dissolve, Mei.vers Shs snused br Imperial Order to 
be newly clocted nd. tho now lioug nc be convoked within Pivo 
months i j 


Ar 


Article XLYZ "lo Aobrto can be oponcd and no voto can bo 
takon in cithor .joucs of the Inporial Dict. unless not less than on 


third of tho whole mutbor of tho “bmbers thoroof is prosonte 


Article XLVIi» - tos shall bo takon in both 
absolute mo iority. tho caso or a tic vots, the 
have the casting votues 


Articlo XLVIII, < The dcliborations of both iiouses shall bo 
hold in public, Tho dolkborat20n8 may, howover, upon demand of the 


Govornmont or by resolution of the louse, bo held in sccrot sitting. 


Articlo XL. < Both Houces of tho Imperial Dict may 
respectively present acfressos to tho Dapeorore 
Le = Both Houses imny vocoivo potitions presonted by 
subjects. 


Article LI. = Eoth Housos say onact, bosides shat ji rovidod 
the ‘Prescat Sonstitution and in tho Lav of the Hou 
the managornont of thoir intornal affairce 


Articlco LII. - No Mombor of cithor House shall be hold 
an 


rosponsible outside the respective Iousos, for any opinion uttored 
or for any vote givon in the Housoe “hon, hovcvor, a Tombor 
hinsolf has given publicity to his opinions by public spocch, by 
documénts in print or in writing, or by any othor similar mcans, ho 
shall, in tho. smtter, bo awnablo to tho gonoral lav. 


Article LIIZI, + Tac mc:tbors of both Houses shall, during the’ 
sossion, bo free from arrest, unloss vith the consont of the Housc, 


except in cases of flczrant dclicts, or of offenses conne ected with 
a state of interns] -cormotion or vith a foroign trouble. 


Article LIV, - Tho Minictors of Stato and the Dologatcs of the 
Goveriment may, at any tinc, take soats snd spoak in cithor llousc. 


Chanter IV 
of State ond tho Privy Council 


spoctive liinistors of Stato shall 


fe 
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thoir advico to the Enporor, and be responsible for it. 

411 Invs, Laperial Ordinances and inpordial Roseripts of 
whatover kind, “hat rolato to the cffairs of the State, requiro the 
countor-signaturc of 1 Minister of Stato. 

AVG Bie TH > Sxivy Councillors shall, in accordanco 
with tho provisions 3 the organization of the privy Council, 
doliborat« upon important matters of Stato, vwhon they havo boon 
consultct ty th: Kino. or 

Chapter V 


The Judicature 


irticlc LVII, =- The Judicature shall be oxorciscd by thc 
Courts of Lay according to lav in tho naxx of the Enporcr. 


Tho organization of tho Courts of Lai: shall bo dctorminod by 
law 


Article LVIII. = Tho Judges shall be appointcd from anong 
those who possess propor qualifications according to lav, 


No judge shall be deprived of his position, unless by way of 
crininal sontcnce or disciplinary punishnont. 


Rules for disciplinary punishnent shall bo dotorinod by lai. 


dArticlo LIX, - Trials and judgionts of a Court shall bo 
conductod publiclye \hon, howover, thero oxists any foar that such 
publicity may bo projudicial to peaco and ordor, or to tho maintcne 
ance of public morality, the public trial smy be suspendod by 
provision of la.: or by tho docision of thc Court of Lay. 


dxticlo LX. - J11 mattors that fall within the compotoncy of a 
special Court shall bo spccially provided for by lav. 


article LXI. = No suit at low, “thich rolatos to rights allogod 
to have boon infringed by the illegal measuros of tho administrative 
authoritics. and ‘;hich shall como within tho competcney of the Court 
istrative Litigation specially ostablished by lav, shall be 
taken cognizance of by a Court of Law. 
Chaptcr VI. 
Financo 


éxticle LXII, = The imposition of a no tax or tho modification 
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of the rates (of an oxioting onc) shall be doterined by lai. 


However, all such adiinistrative foos or other revenuc having 
the nature of componsation shall not fall within tho category of tho 
above clause. 


Thc raising of national loans and the contracting of othor 
liabilitios to tho chargo of the National Treasury, execpt those 
that are provided in tho Budgot, shall roquiroe the consent of the 
Imperial Dict. 


Article LXITI, - Tho taxes lovicd at presont shall, in so far 
as they are not romodcllod by a now lav, be collected according to 
the old syston . 


irticle LxIV. = Tho oxpenditure and rovenuec of tho Stato roquiro 
the consent of the Lapcrial Dict by moans of an annual Budgot. 


démy and all oxponditures ovorpassing tho appropriations sot 
forth in the Titlos and Paragraphs of tho Budget, or that aro not 
provided for in the Budgot, shall cubsoquently requiro the 
approbation of the Imperial Dict. 


4rticlo LXV. - Tho Budgot shall be first laid before tho Houso 
of Ropresentatives, 


ixticlo LXVI, - The oxpondituros of tho Iaporicl House shall 
be defrayed every yoar out of tho National Treasury, according to tho 
present fixed amount for the same, and shall not require the consent 
theroto of the Imperial Dict, oxcopt in case an ineroase thoroof is 
found necossary,. 


articlo LXVII., - Those alrondy fixed oxponditures based by tho 
Constitution upon tho povers apportaining to the Baporor, and such 
oxponditures as may have arison by tho offoct of la, or that 
epportain to the logal obligations of the Govornnont, shall bo noithor 
rojectod nor rcducod by tho Imporial Dict, without the concurrenco 
of the Govornnent. 


drticlo LXVIII, - In order to moot spocial roquirenents, tho 
Govermicnt may ask the consent of tho Daporial Dict to a cortain 
anount as a Continuing Exponditure Fund, for a previously fixod 


number of yoars, 


éxticlo LXIX, - In ordor to supply deficicncios, which are 
unavoidablo, in the Budgot, and to moot roquircmcnts unprovided for 
in tho sane, 2 Rosorve Rand shall bo providod in the Budgot.e 


Jo fc or other revenuc having 
the nature of compensation shall not foll within the category of tho 


above clause, 


The raising of national loans and tho contracting of othor 
liabilitios to the chargo of the Notional Treasury, cxcept those 
that arc provided in tho Budget, shall require tho consent of tho 
Inperial Dict, 


Article LXIII, = Tho taxes loviod at present shall, in so far 
as they are not romodclled by a now law, be collcetcd according to 
the old systcen . 


irticlo LiIV. = Tho oxpenditure and rovenuc of the Stato roquire 
the consent of the Lapcrial Dict by moons of an anmual Budgcot. 


ény and all oxpenditures ovorpassing the appropriations sot 
forth in the Titlos and Paragraphs of tho Budgot, or that aro not 
provided for in tho Budgot, shall cubsoquently requiro tho 
approbation of tho Inporial Dict. 


4rticlo LXV. - Tho Budgot shall be first laid before tho Houso 
of Ropresontatives, 


irticlc LXVI, = Tho oxpondituros of tho Inporicl House shall 
bo dofraycd every yoar out of tho National Treasury, according to tho 
presont fixed anount for the sano, and shall not require the consent 
theroto of the Imperial Dict, oxcept in caso aon increase theroof is 
found necossary, 


articlo LXVII, - Those already fixod exponditurcs based by tho 
Constitution upon tho povers appertaining to tho Baporor, and such 
expenditures as mey have arisen by tho offoct of leav;, or that 
apportain to the logal obligations of the Governnent, shall be noithor 
rojectod nor reduced by tho Inmporical Dict, without the coneurrenco 
of the Govornnent. 


irticlo LXVIIJ., - In order to noot Spocial roquircnents, the 
Govermient may ask the consent of the Daperial Dict to a cortcin 
anount as o Continuing Expenditure Fund, for a proviously fixod 
number of ycoars, 


frticlo LXIX. - In order to Supply deficicncics, which aro 
unavoidable, in the Budgot, and to noct roquircionts unprovided for 
in the sane, - Reserve Fund shal) bo providod in the Budgote 
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Article LX, - thon vho Daperial Diet cannot be convoked, 
owing to the external ov internal condition of the country, in casc 
of urgent neod for the maintenance of pudlic safoty, the Government 
may take al1 nocecsary financial mea.ures; by moans of an Imperial 


Ordinancs, 


In tho cena mentioned j he precoding clause, the mattor 
shell bo suroiteed te tho Maveria] Diet at its noxt sossion, and 


2. vv 


its approb on shall be obtained thoroto 


mn the Taperial Dict has not voted on the 


\ azot has not boon brought into actual 
ois ‘9. the Govornme..t shall carry out tho Budget of the precoding 


were Vie 


yoare 


“IA 
veils 


Article IXXII, - Tho final acccunt of the expenditures and 
rovonuc of tho Stato shall bo vorifiod and confirmed by the Board 
of Audit, and'i% shall bo subnittod by the Government to the 
Laperial Dict, togothor .iih tho report of verification of tho said 
Board. 


The organization and ccixdétoncy of the Board of Audit shall 
bo dotcrmincd by law scparatolyo 


Chaptor VII 


Supplonontary Rules 


Articlo LCUTII. «: ‘then it has weome necessary in futuro to 
anond the provisions of the proscnt Constitution, a projoct to tho 
offoct shail vo submitted to the Imperial Dict by Imperial Ordor. 


In the above case, noithor Houco can opon tho debtato, unless’ 
not less than two-“hirds of tho whole number of Mombers aro prosont, 
and no anondmont can be passod, unless a majority of not loss than 
tic-thirds of tho Mombors presont is obvainods 


Articlo LXTv, - No modification of tho Inperial House Law 
shall be roquirod to bo submitted to the doliboration of tho 
Imperial Dict. 


No provision of the present Constitution can bo modified by 
the Imperial House Lav. 

Asticle LXX\ No moc: fication can bo introduced into tho 
Constitution, or into tho Imporial House Law, during tho tino of a 
Rogoncye 


Dee 194 pee 


Yfion vhe Daperial Diet cannot be convoked, 
owing to the extarnal oy internal condition of the country, in case 
of urgent need for the maintenance of public safety, the Government 
may take al2 nocessary financial mea. ures; by moans of an Taperial 


mi ~ oe 


Ordinance, 


In the cease montioned in the precoding clause, the mattor 
shell bo sutsitted te tho Taveria] Diet at its noxt sossion, and 


Ns] ~ 


its approbation shall be obtained thoroto. 


jelo IXKI. » thon the Imperial Dict has not voted on the 
Budget; or whe. tho Buagot has not boca brought into actual 
oxistunco, the Govornm...t shall carry cut tho Budget of the preceding 


Wath Ue 


yoare 


Article LOXIIu - The final acccunt of the oxpondituros and 


rovonuoc of the Stato shail be vorifiod and confirmed by the Board 
yf! 


of Audit; and‘i% shal subniitcod by the Government to the 
Laporial Dict, together .iih tho roport of vorification of tho said 
Boards 


Tho organization and cco:xdétoncy of the Board of Audit shall 
be detcrmined by lay scparatcly. 


Chapter VII 
Supplonontary Rules 


Article LXIZII. -: “hcn it has weome nocessary in future to 
anond tho provisions of the proscnt Coustitution, a projoct to tho 
offoct shail be submitted to tho Laporial Dict by Imporial Ordor. 


In the abovo case, noithor House can open tho dobtate, unloss’ 
not loess than tvo-"hirds of thé whole number of Mombors aro prosont, 
nd no asondmont can be passod, unless a majority of not loss than 

ti'c-thirds of ths Mombors prosont is obtainod. 


Articlo LXTV, - No modification of tho Inporial House Lav 
shall bo required to bo submitted to the doliboration of tho 
Imperial Dict. 


No provision of tho prosont Constitution can bo modificd by 
the Imporial Houso Lav. 


Article LXX, No moc:fication can bo introduced into the 
Constitution, or into tho Imporial House Lav, during tho tino of a 
Rogencye 
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Article LXXVI. - Existing legal enactments, such as laws, 
regulations, Ordinances, or by whatevor names they may be called, 
shall, so far as they do not conflict with the present Constitution, 
continue in force, 


All existing contracts or orders, that entail obdligations upon 
the Government, end that are connected with expenditure, shall come 
within the scopo of Art. LXVII. 


